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1
ANNULAR TURBOMACHINE SEAL AND
HEAT SHIELD

BACKGROUND

This disclosure relates generally to a turbomachine seal
and, more particularly, to a turbomachine seal that limits
thermal energy movement to a bearing compartment.

Turbomachines, such as gas turbine engines, typically
include a fan section, a compression section, a combustion
section, and a turbine section. Turbomachines may employ a
geared architecture connecting portions of the compression
section to the fan section.

Hot gases move through the turbomachine during opera-
tion. High levels of thermal energy are not desirable in some
areas of the turbomachine as is known. For example, too
much thermal energy in the bearing compartment may unde-
sirably coke lubricant in the bearing compartment.

SUMMARY

An annular turbomachine seal according to an exemplary
aspect of the present disclosure includes, among other things,
and attachment portion, a first leg radially inward of the
attachment portion, and a second leg radially inward of the
attachment portion. The second leg is configured to block
flow from directly contacting an attachment associated with a
bearing compartment of a turbomachine.

In a further nonlimiting embodiment of the foregoing seal,
the second leg may be configured to seal against the bearing
compartment.

In a further nonlimiting embodiment of either of the fore-
going seals, the second leg may extend exclusively in a radial
direction.

In a further nonlimiting embodiment of any of the forego-
ing seals, the second leg may extend from the attachment
portion radially past the attachment.

In a further nonlimiting embodiment of any of the forego-
ing seals, the first leg may extend axially forward of the
second leg.

In a further nonlimiting embodiment of any of the forego-
ing seals, a portion of the first leg and the second leg are
radially aligned.

In a further nonlimiting embodiment of any of the forego-
ing seals, a portion of the first leg and a portion of the second
leg are radially aligned with the attachment.

In a further nonlimiting of any of the foregoing seals, the
attachment portion, the first leg, and the second leg are
formed as a single monolithic structure.

In a further nonlimiting embodiment of any of the forego-
ing seals, a third leg is may be radially outboard of the attach-
ment portion, the third leg may be configured to provide a seal
with a turbine section of the turbomachine.

In a further nonlimiting embodiment of any of the forego-
ing seals, the attachment portion may provide a plurality of
apertures that are each configured to receive a fastener that
secures the attachment portion directly to a low-pressure
turbine section of the turbomachine.

In a further nonlimiting embodiment of any of the forego-
ing seals, the attachment portion, the first leg, and the second
leg may each extend circumferentially about an axis of the
turbomachine.

A shield according to another exemplary aspect of the
present disclosure includes, among other things, a wall that is
spaced axially forward from a portion of a bearing compart-
ment. The wall is configured to redirect an axial flow from a
turbine section of a turbomachine. The axial flow moves
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toward the portion of the bearing compartment through a
channel provided at least partially by a turbine rotor.

In a further nonlimiting embodiment of the foregoing
shield, the wall may extend from a first radial side of a bearing
compartment fastener to an opposing, second radial side of
the bearing compartment fastener.

In a further nonlimiting embodiment of either of the fore-
going shields, a radially innermost end of the wall may be
configured to establish a seal with at least a portion of the
bearing compartment.

In a further nonlimiting embodiment of any of the forego-
ing shields, the first wall may be positioned axially between a
high-pressure turbine and a low-pressure turbine of a turbo-
machine.

In a further nonlimiting embodiment of any of foregoing
shields, the wall extends radially outward from a heat shield
of the bearing compartment.

A method of limiting thermal energy movement to a bear-
ing compartment according to an exemplary aspect of the
present disclosure includes, among other things, moving flow
through a channel provided by shield in a turbine rotor, and
redirecting flow from the channel away from the bearing
compartment using a wall of the shield that is axially spaced
from the channel.

In a further nonlimiting embodiment of the foregoing
method of limiting thermal energy movement, the method
may include sealing against the bearing compartment with
the wall.

DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

The various features and advantages of the disclosed
examples will become apparent to those skilled in the art from
the detailed description. The figures that accompany the
detailed description can be briefly described as follows:

FIG. 1 shows a schematic view of an example turboma-
chine.

FIG. 2 shows a section view of an annular turbomachine
seal within the turbomachine of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 shows a perspective view of the FIG. 2 annular
turbomachine seal.

FIG. 4 shows a section view at line 4-4 in FIG. 3.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates an example turbomachine,
which is a gas turbine engine 20 in this example. The gas
turbine engine 20 is a two-spool turbofan gas turbine engine
that generally includes a fan section 22, a compression sec-
tion 24, a combustion section 26, and a turbine section 28.

Although depicted as a two-spool turbofan gas turbine
engine in the disclosed non-limiting embodiment, it should be
understood that the concepts described herein are not limited
to use with turbofans. That is, the teachings may be applied to
other types of turbomachines and turbine engines including
three-spool architectures. Further, the concepts described
herein could be used in environments other than a turboma-
chine environment and in applications other than aerospace
applications, such as automotive applications.

In the example engine 20, flow moves from the fan section
22 to a bypass flowpath. Flow from the bypass flowpath
generates forward thrust. The compression section 24 drives
air along the core flowpath. Compressed air from the com-
pression section 24 communicates through the combustion
section 26. The products of combustion expand through the
turbine section 28.
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The example engine 20 generally includes a low-speed
spool 30 and a high-speed spool 32 mounted for rotation
about an engine central axis A. The low-speed spool 30 and
the high-speed spool 32 are rotatably supported by several
bearing systems 38. It should be understood that various
bearing systems 38 at various locations may alternatively, or
additionally, be provided.

The low-speed spool 30 generally includes a shaft 40 that
interconnects a fan 42, a low-pressure compressor 44, and a
low-pressure turbine 46. The shaft 40 is connected to the fan
42 through a geared architecture 48 to drive the fan 42 at a
lower speed than the low-speed spool 30.

The high-speed spool 32 includes a shaft 50 that intercon-
nects a high-pressure compressor 52 and high-pressure tur-
bine 54.

The shaft 40 and the shaft 50 are concentric and rotate via
bearing systems 38 about the engine central longitudinal axis
A, which is collinear with the longitudinal axes of the shaft 40
and the shaft 50.

The combustion section 26 includes a circumferentially
distributed array of combustors 56 generally arranged axially
between the high-pressure compressor 52 and the high-pres-
sure turbine 54.

In some non-limiting examples, the engine 20 is a high-
bypass geared aircraft engine. In a further example, the
engine 20 bypass ratio is greater than about six (6 to 1).

The geared architecture 48 of the example engine 20
includes an epicyclic gear train, such as a planetary gear
system or other gear system. The example epicyclic gear train
has a gear reduction ratio of greater than about 2.3 (2.3 to 1).

The low-pressure turbine 46 pressure ratio is pressure mea-
sured prior to inlet of low-pressure turbine 46 as related to the
pressure at the outlet of the low-pressure turbine 46 prior to an
exhaust nozzle of the engine 20. In one non-limiting embodi-
ment, the bypass ratio of the engine 20 is greater than about
ten (10 to 1), the fan diameter is significantly larger than that
of the low pressure compressor 44, and the low-pressure
turbine 46 has a pressure ratio that is greater than about 5 (5 to
1). The geared architecture 48 of this embodiment is an epi-
cyclic gear train with a gear reduction ratio of greater than
about 2.5 (2.5to 1). It should be understood, however, that the
above parameters are only exemplary of one embodiment of
a geared architecture engine and that the present disclosure is
applicable to other gas turbine engines including direct drive
turbofans.

In this embodiment of the example engine 20, a significant
amount of thrust is provided by the bypass flow due to the
high bypass ratio. The fan section 22 of the engine 20 is
designed for a particular flight condition—typically cruise at
about 0.8 Mach and about 35,000 feet. This flight condition,
with the engine 20 at its best fuel consumption, is also known
as “Bucket Cruise” Thrust Specific Fuel Consumption
(TSFC). TSFC is an industry standard parameter of fuel con-
sumption per unit of thrust.

Fan Pressure Ratio is the pressure ratio across a blade of the
fan section 22 without the use of a Fan Exit Guide Vane
system. The low Fan Pressure Ratio according to one non-
limiting embodiment of the example engine 20 is less than
1.45(1.45t0 1).

Low Corrected Fan Tip Speed is the actual fan tip speed
divided by an industry standard temperature correction of
Temperature divided by 518.7°0.5. The Temperature repre-
sents the ambient temperature in degrees Rankine. The Low
Corrected Fan Tip Speed according to one non-limiting
embodiment of the example engine 20 is less than about 1150
fps (351 m/s).
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Referring to FIGS. 2 to 4 with continuing reference to FI1G.
1, an example turbomachine seal 60 includes a first leg 64, a
second leg 68, a third leg 72, and an attachment portion 76.
The example seal 60 is a single monolithic structure. That is,
the first leg 64, the second leg 68, the third leg 72, and the
attachment portion 76 are forged together as a single piece.

The seal 60 is an annular seal that extends circumferen-
tially about the entire axis A. In this example, the first leg 64,
the second leg 68, the third leg 72, and the attachment portion
76 each include at least a portion that extends about the entire
axis A.

The example seal 60 is positioned within the engine 20
within or near a mid-turbine frame that is between the high-
pressure turbine 54 and the low-pressure turbine 46. The seal
60 is adjacent a bearing compartment 78 of the engine 20. The
bearing compartment 78 houses some of the bearings 38. The
attachment portion 76 provides a plurality of apertures 80 that
receive fasteners (not shown). The fasteners secure the seal 60
to a portion of the low-pressure turbine 46 (or mid-turbine
frame).

The first leg 64 extends from the attachment portion 76
generally upstream relative to a direction of flow of the engine
20, and radially toward the axis A. An end portion 82 of the
first leg 64 establishes a radially outer boundary of a channel
84. A rotor 88 of the high-pressure turbine 54 establishes a
radially inner boundary of the channel 84.

Inthis example, the second leg 68 blocks flow from directly
contacting a fastener 92 that secures other portions of the
bearing compartment 78 within the engine 20. Blocking flow
from directly contacting the fastener 92 limits thermal energy
movement into the bearing compartment 96 from the flow. In
the prior art, such fasteners may have acted as a conduit that
facilitated movement of thermal energy into the bearing com-
partment.

The second leg 68 may be considered a wall or barrier in
some examples. The example second leg 68 extends exclu-
sively in a radial direction from the attachment portion 76
toward the axis A. In other examples, the second leg 68 may
be angled relative to an exclusively radial direction.

The example second leg 68 has a portion 100 that is radially
outside the fastener 92 and a portion 104 that is radially inside
the fastener 92. The second leg 68 is thus considered to extend
from a first radial side of the fastener 92 to an opposing,
second radial side of the fastener 92. In some examples, the
portion 104 effectively seals against a portion of the bearing
compartment 78, such as a heat shield 110 associated with the
bearing compartment.

The example second leg 68 extends from the seal 60. In
another example, the second leg 68 may extend radially out-
ward from the heat shield 110.

The fastener 92 extends generally along an axis X. The first
leg 64 and second leg 68, in this example, each include
portions (Y, and Y,, respectively) that are radially aligned
with the faster 92.

Thethird leg 72 extends in a generally axial direction in this
example. The third leg 72 may seal against a portion of the
high-pressure turbine 54.

A seal 108, such as a “W” type seal may be used between
the seal 60 and the radially outermost portion of the attach-
ment portion 76 to block flow that has moved around the
second leg 68.

Features of the disclosed examples include a leg or wall
that acts as a barrier to block a relatively hot flow from directly
contacting a bearing compartment fastener. Blocking this
flow reduces heating of the bearing compartment due to the
flow.
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The preceding description is exemplary rather than limit-
ing in nature. Variations and modifications to the disclosed
examples may become apparent to those skilled in the art that
do not necessarily depart from the essence of this disclosure.
Thus, the scope oflegal protection given to this disclosure can
only be determined by studying the following claims.

We claim:

1. An annular turbomachine seal, comprising:

an attachment portion;

a first leg extending directly from the attachment portion

radially inward of the attachment portion; and

a second leg extending directly from the attachment por-

tion radially inward of the attachment portion and con-
figured to block flow from directly contacting a fastener
associated with a bearing compartment of a turboma-
chine, wherein both the first leg and the second leg are
configured to extend from the attachment portion on a
first side of the fastener radially past the fastener to an
opposing, second radial side of the fastener, the second
leg axially spaced from the fastener; and
wherein the turbomachine is a gas turbine engine.

2. The annular turbomachine seal of claim 1, wherein the
second leg is configured to seal against the bearing compart-
ment.

3. The annular turbomachine seal of claim 1, wherein sec-
ond leg extends exclusively in a radial direction.

4. The annular turbomachine seal of claim 1, wherein the
first leg extends axially forward of the second leg.

5. The annular turbomachine seal of claim 1, wherein at
least a portion of the first leg and a portion of the second leg
are radially aligned at a common radial position.

6. The annular turbomachine seal of claim 1, wherein at
least a portion of the first leg and at least a portion of the
second leg are radially aligned with the fastener at a common
radial position.

7. The annular turbomachine seal of claim 1, wherein the
attachment portion, the first leg, and the second leg are
formed as a single monolithic structure.

8. The annular turbomachine seal of claim 1, including a
third leg radially outward of the attachment portion, the third
leg configured to provide a seal with a turbine section of the
turbomachine.

9. The annular turbomachine seal of claim 1, wherein the
attachment portion provides a plurality of apertures each
configured to receive the fastener, the fastener securing the
attachment portion directly to a low pressure turbine section
of the turbomachine.
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10. The annular turbomachine seal of claim 1, wherein the
attachment portion, the first leg, and the second leg each
extend circumferentially about an axis of the turbomachine.

11. The annular turbomachine seal of claim 1, wherein the
fastener is a bearing compartment fastener.

12. A shield comprising:

a wall spaced axially forward from at least a portion of a

bearing compartment of a gas turbine engine, wherein
the wall is configured to redirect an axial flow from a
turbine section of the gas turbine engine, the axial flow
moving toward the portion of the bearing compartment
from a channel provided on a radially inner side by a
turbine rotor and on a radially outer side by a leg extend-
ing directly from an attachment portion, the channel
terminating at an outlet, the wall spaced axially down-
stream from the outlet relative to a direction of flow
through the channel.

13. The shield of claim 12, wherein the wall extends from
a first radial side of a bearing compartment fastener to an
opposing, second radial side of the bearing compartment
fastener.

14. The shield of claim 12, wherein a radially innermost
end of the wall is configured to establish a seal with at least a
portion of a bearing compartment.

15. The shield of claim 12, wherein the first wall is position
axially between a high-pressure turbine and a low-pressure
turbine of the gas turbine engine.

16. The shield of claim 12, wherein the wall extends radi-
ally outward past a heat shield of the bearing compartment.

17. The shield of claim 12, wherein the wall extends
directly from the attachment portion.

18. A method of limiting thermal energy movement to a
bearing compartment, comprising:

moving flow through a channel toward a wall, the flow

exiting the channel at an outlet, the channel provided by
a shield and a turbine rotor, the wall downstream from
the outlet relative to a general direction of through the
channel; and

redirecting flow from the channel away from a bearing

compartment using the wall of the shield that is axially
spaced from the channel; and
wherein the bearing compartment is a bearing compartment
of'a gas turbine engine.

19. The method of claim 18, including sealing against the

bearing compartment with the wall.
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